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GEM 
STORYTELLING
TEAM

Working to tell 
the story of 

Europe so 
Europeans can 

know the story of 
Jesus.



"Then we went to Constantinople, and they
led us to the place where they worship their
God, and we knew not whether we were in
heaven or earth, for on earth there is not such
vision not beauty, and we do not know how to
describe it; we only know that God dwells
among men. We cannot forget that beauty."

Primary Chronicle of the Sent by Prince Vladmir of Kiev- Rus to Constantinople as quoted in The Story of Christianity by David Bentley Hart p.125



"Thus we might say it was beauty that
brought salvation to the Russian people."

Beauty Will Save the World by Brian Zahnd p. xiv



DECLINE OF THE 

CHURCH IN THE UK
LESS THAN 50% IDENTIFY AS CHRISTIAN FOR THE FIRST TIME



CASTLE CHURCH IN 

WITTENBERG, GERMANY







THE REALITY:
WE ARE LIVING IN A 

POST- CHRISTIAN
WORLD



WHAT DOES THAT
HAVE TO DO WITH
STORYTELLING?



GOODNESS, BEAUTY, AND TRUTH

THE
TRANSCENDENTALS

"All the treasures 
of wisdom and 
knowledge are 

hidden in Him."
Colossians 2:3



"To a generation suspicious of truth claims and unconvinced 

by moral assertions, beauty has a surprising allure."
Beauty Will Save the World, Brian Zahnd



"Beauty is what we make of goodness and
truth."

Rembrandt Is in the Wind by Russ Ramsey p. 10



"Out of Zion, the 
perfection of 
beauty, God 

shines forth."
Psalm 50:2



"God has made everything beautiful in its
time. He has also set eternity in the human
heart."

Ecclesiastes 3:11



HOW
DO WE BEATUIFY 

THE GOSPEL?

"Adorn the 
gospel"

Titus 2:10



"Come and hear, all you who fear God; let me
tell you what he has done for me."

Psalm 66:16



"Publish his glorious deeds among the
nations. Tell everyone about the amazing
things he does."

Psalm 96:3



STORIES
CAN DO WHAT 

RULES NEVER CAN

"Tell someone to 
do something and 

you can change 
them for a day; tell 

them a story and 
you can change 

them for life."
Tom Wright



1/3 OF JESUS'

TEACHINGS ARE 

STORIES
"Jesus said, 'How can I describe the Kingdom of God? What story should I 
use to illustrate it?'" Mark 4:30



"THEOLOGY
FOR THE 
MIDDLE"

LAUREN WINNER

We know how God 
has worked in the 
past and we have 
hope for what He 

will do in the future. 
But do we really 

know what God is 
doing here and now 

in the present?



"Story makes music out of noise."
Donald Miller



STORYTELLING COULD BE A 

CATALYST FOR RENEWAL IN 

WORLD MISSIONS



QUESTIONS,
THOUGHTS,

IDEAS?

To view the work we've created, 
visit gemission.org/blog

To stay connected, find me on 
the socials or email me at 

grant.klinefelter@gemission.org

Thank you!

http://gemission.org/blog​
mailto:grant.klinefelter@gemission.org


Resources:

Go Tell It: How – and Why – to Report God's Stories in Words, Photos and Videos by Jay
Killam and Lincoln Brunner

Beauty Will Save the World by Brian Zahnd

Tell Me a Story by Scott McClellan

Art and Faith by Makoto Fujimura

Art and the Bible by Francis Schaeffer

Rembrandt Is in the Wind by Russ Ramsey

On Beauty and Being Just by Elaine Scarry
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