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Presenters
Sara Krupke- SIM

John Lewis- Pioneers

Rachael Powers- SAM (South America Mission)

David Greenlee- OM (Operation Mobilization)

Jim Thorp- WorldVenture 



Webinar Goals
Honor

Needs

Addressing needs

Small steps

Resources

Experiences 



Vision

Sharing experience, understanding, and 
information to help honor missionary 

seniors so that they can live with dignity and 
joy, knowing they are loved.



Description
An alliance of representatives from like-

minded missionary organizations who have 
joined together to encourage one another in 
the common role of caring for retirees and 

alumnae with their agency and to share ideas 
to better care for our seniors. We share a 

connection by email, Zoom and occasional in-
person gathering. 



Two Studies

Lifeway
2,451 pastors

And missionaries

WorldVenture
100 alumnae



Lifeway 

Positive about the experience

10-25% had negative responses 

About 30% are struggling emotionally 

Lack of purpose, adjusting, sense of value, 

value to God, lonely  or isolated. 

WorldVenture

Overall positive

Need for better preparation



Foundational  Practices



Retirement Pre-planning- Sara



Preparing for Retirement

Financial
• Income

• Social Security
• 403(b)
• Other retirement savings
• Inheritance
• Mission benefits

• Expenses
• Mortgage or rent
• Medicare
• Insurance
• Taxes
• Utilities
• Vehicles
• Maintenance
• Charitable giving

Physical
• Eat healthy
• Exercise
• Laugh often
• Avoid worry, anxiety, & discontentment
• Invest in your health

Spiritual & Emotional
• Process eventual retirement
• Separate & leave well
• Be aware of emotions
• Have a plan
• Allow yourself to grieve
• Give yourself grace
• Stay connected to the Lord

Practical
• When to retire
• Where to retire
• Social Security enrollment
• Medicare enrollment
• 403(b) distributions
• Insurance
• Legal documents

Preparing
for 

Retirement



Resources



Having a “Go-to” person- Rachael



Maintaining Connection- John



The process

Member 
Moves back

Resigns or 
retires

Personal 
Contact 

from Alumni 
coordinator

Email 
update list

Sent 
welcome 
package



 

Alumni Coordinators

 



• Birthday 
Cards

• Alumni 
Coordinator 
Planning

•In Person Reunions 
(every several 
months)
•People Group Specific 
prayer

• On-line 
Gatherings

• Email 
Newsletters

Showing 
Value & 
Honor

Monthly

Every 
few 

months
Annual

Mentoring 
folks going to 

the field

Representing 
Pioneers 
locally at 

mission/chur
ch events

Utilizing 
what they 

have to offer

Listening to 
other alumni



End of Life Planning- Jim

Policy and 
Procedures

Honor in death

Information



Next Meetings
Zoom meeting- fall of 2023

In person gathering  
Spring/Summer, 2024



Please let us know you were here by scanning this 
QR code to give us your contact information

-or-
filling going to  https://forms.office.com/r/eK97z1WZBi

-or-
Emailing j.thorp@worldventure.com

https://forms.office.com/r/eK97z1WZBi


Contact
Alliance email: allianceformissionaryseniors@gmail.com

Jim Thorp’s email: J.thorp@worldventure.com

mailto:allianceformissionaryseniors@gmail.com
mailto:J.thorp@worldventure.com

